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DIXON PARK,

‘ . /
DIXON, ILLINOJIS. :

By appointment called on '!izs C. N. Lowell 2.30 P. M.
Left about 5.45 P. M.  About 227 acres.

“ Miss ‘owell wes there 12 year: ago. Bought 41 years ufo
by her father because of itz attractive woods. Her mcther had
always intepied to give tie land to the city for a park. She
has had 2 fanmily there (or at any ra‘e a woman) and has paid
them as caretakers. Yery ranantly she pgot a relative (Mr.
White or Whitely or 7hitehouse) to go there and see the property
and reaport and she let me read his letter and I saw fouxr little
photos he tock and his outline pen skateh map.

There is no house on the land. There aprears to have been

a l0-acre lot sold out of the southweet corner. It is up the
Rock River from Dixon dbut she did not knox how far. Mr. Y.
wrote that the Major (Fdwards, I think) =was very cordial to the
idea of the city accesnting *he 1t as a park. He (Major)
said a deal hnd heen closed for estadblishing a large cenment
factory on %he river about opnorite this park. There has been
talk of an eluectric railway to thls ractory :rom the eity.
I understood the city 1is ahout thrae~ hoaors on the Chicago & N.
W. R. R. west of Chicago. She did mot Enow the population
nor the assessed valuaticn. A printed dusiness association
ocirocular stated o nton~ dan hnd deen recently built giving a

foot fall and minimwa of 5000 horse power ror manufacturing.
This dam sets dback the rivor for 12 milesg with total risc of
9 feet. The shape of the property 1n about thus:
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I1t\4s wooded in part quite sparcely, except a strip about 10
rods wide along west eide and the 10-acre lot and a clearing
for a rmer house of which only the cellar hole ramnins,

I ecould not make out from the photographs how high the
bluff ie but guessed it was nearly 15' to 25' high. A orooked
rord in sketeh might indicate the necessity of zigzaggling to
get grade dowm o ravine throush the bluff., I gould not tell
whether the land had once been all cleared, but I inferred that
it rmight have been culled of 1its . most narketable timber and
then used Tor pasturage. Hr. 7. »aferrad Lo the -o0ds as dense
in portiona and as cocntaining heavy timber and gald there were
occasional nicnice 82 18 is protably one of the most attrnctive
woods thercabouts. I understosd that the surrounding country
wag flmest averywhere bare faming lond formerly open prairie.

i opoke very cordially of the idea of giving the land
to the city for a public park. “here was wmuach talk of conditions
anrd one of them was to he thet a plan which she would supply
with the deed of gift waun %o “»~ fallowed. [t wns agreed that
this plan wae not 1o be too detailed. It mirht show a circuit
srfwie: and I nald it nhould indiente certain subdivielons in
anch of which a certain class ol things could - done awd a
certnin clars of things would he prohinited.

I spoke of need of a superintendent's resldence and
park barns, shede, yards, etc. Spoke of necd for having
a good sized area for ball gmacs. 1 usid an ares might be used
for a considerable musber of years to ralsc hay on for the park
horses. Sald a cortain pven should be set apart in which usual
sheltora and other artifieial things e2u2ld be allowsd and o more
or less gardenific style of inpreverment and maintenance permitted.
I thought this would be 1n nouthrmast corner, which I understood
to be nearsst the eity. [ thought the park steading could be
W. or Y. ¥. of this a0 the superintendent could easily pocllce
the most uesd part of *the park. I got the iden that there was-
or would be a bridge acroes the river at 7. E. corner
of park and that the cement woris wold be nhelow this bridge
and so-not-directly opposite the park. I got the idea that
the park would to 5 milers from the ¢ity and said in that
engc it would bé very important to have electric cars running
to 1t. I said. that, in generai, I wan opposed to’ letting an
electric railway run into a park snd to the cheap amussment
buildinges they are apt to put up at such a terminal but as
this park is-large I sho'tld adviaa her not to prohibit the
leasing of may ten ncres at the 5. E. corner to an electrdo
railway (retaining a good entrance) for a terminal in case such’
an inducement should prove neceBsary.

I told her when she sald har oaretaker had written
her that trees were dying rather rapidly along the weat sgide
that 1t was dus to sun and dry winde in owmer and that there
should be a dense windbreak ninnted nlong that side. She wae
interested and eaid she would have it done if the city did net

4o it. I told her it would be nsecessary to clear the ground






